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Almost two thirds 6299 of studentsand graduateshave experienced sexual
violence at UK universities, findsew report.

1 Onlylin 10reported their experiences to the university or potioaly 6%o0f respondents
reported their experience of sexual violence to the university.

1 Only2%of those experiencing sexual violence felt both able to report it to their university
and were satisfied with the reporting process

1 A third of students(3199 felt pressured into doing something sexual.

With norecent data to reflect their testimonials and densimate the scale of the problenRevolt
Sexual Assaylin partnership withThe Student Roorrlaunchedthe first national consultation for
students and graduatesn this issue in a decade.

Of the4,500 students from 153 different institutiongvho took part in thissurvey,62%have
experienced sexualiolence at & universitiesThis figure rises t80%o0f female respondents}8%
of which have experienced sexual assault, a&éof respondents with a disability, whe&l%have
experienced sexual assault.

Every one of my female friends has stories about sexual assault and/or harassment at
university. | have given only the most harrowing example but could elaborate with over a dozen
incidents for me alone hlave been unwilling to repotihe sheer volume dfcidents | have
endured I fearwoul 1S YS 221 ftA1S | FlLydlaradoQ
—survey respondent.

26%o0f male respondenthad experienced sexual violence at university.

Revolt Sexual Assausta national campaign fighting to hand back the power and give a voice to

student survivors of sexual violence. Founded by recent graduates, the campaign first used Snapchat
videos to give students a platform to tell their story, with any degree of andyitméy choose

through the app’s facial and voice obscuration s
assault and harassment.

Hannah Price, Founder of Revolt Sexual Assault, said:

W2 KATS G dzyAdSNERAGE L SELISNASYOSR SOSNRIKAY3
none of which | reporteqand | am not alone. | set up Revolt Sexual Assault to bridge the gap
between institutions and student survivors, so that the scale sfgpidemic is acknowledged

and addressed. This consultation demonstrates that the experiences shared through the videos

of our campaign participants are ffnom tragic exceptions; this is everydaality for the

YI22NARGE 2F addRSyidaoQ


http://www.revoltsexualassault.com/research
http://www.revoltsexualassault.com/
http://www.revoltsexualassault.com/
http://www.thestudentroom.com/

BVMIBARGOED 14:00¢ March 2018

{ G dzR &»periénte of sexual violence

Revolt Sexual Assault found that the most commonly experienced form of sexual assault was groping
and unnecessary touching in a sexual manner. The most common locations on campus where
students experience sexuablenceare halls of residence?8%), social event24%) and university

social spaces like bars, refectories and sh@gé4.

[Snapchat video testimonygan be embedded. Transcript availabkae]

TheOffice for National Stadticsestimates 4% of femas have experienced rapethe estimation

from this consultation doubles, whe@oof female respondentseport having been raped at

university. Notwithstanding differences in methodology, this a strong indication that the incidence

of rape is far more likely amongst the student population than the general population in England and
Wales.

A third of respondents 199 felt pressurised to do sontleing sexual while at university.

In the majority of case${%9 the perpetrator was known to the student. And amongst those who
knew the perpetrator it was most frequently another student from their univer&ig29.

As a result of experiencing sexwallence within that university bubble, students reported
significant impacts on their setionfidence, mental health, studieaccess to the local aremd
social life Respondents considered or engage@d@cademic consequences that inclugd@&%
skippinglectures, tutorials, changing or dropping certain modules to atteédperpetrators, and
16%suspending their studiesr dropping out of their degree.

Wknow far too many female students whose education has been negatively affgcted
unwanted sexuahdvances, in particular from course peers. Is anyone in power actually
listening®2

—survey respondent.

Reportingof sexual violence

Students spoke of a ‘normalised’ cul turoaly of sexu
16%believedincidences of sexual violence are regularly discusmedic%of those who had

experienced sexual assault or harassment reported their experience of sexual violence to the

university.

Only10%o0f respondents reported their experiences of sexual violemceither the university or the
police When asked why36%0f st udents were conv hiBs%elttoo t * wasn’
ashamed29%did not even know how to make a report to the university.

Only2%of those experiencing sexual violence felt both able to report it to their university and were
then satisfiedwith the process


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4m3EqZP765c
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20160106113426/http:/www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/crime-stats/an-overview-of-sexual-offending-in-england---wales/december-2012/index.html
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[Snapchat video testimonganbe embedded. Transcript availableere]
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the carpet. | didn't bother reporting the second incident. | figuvat that | had the emotional

strength to do one of twthings: | could pursue a complaint against my rapist, or | could finish

my degree. | chose the latter and went émunselling after graduatindput I still have not

recovered and | think about it literallyery day. | am still so ang£y.

—survey respodent.

Support available at universities:

Bryony Chelle, a second/ear student at the University of Bristol, spoke to us about her experience
of informing the universitybout being sexually assaulted:

We¢KS SYUGANB LI adz2Nrf aeadsSy Aa FrLAfAy3a Ada add
and emails, while trying to balance raudieswith my deteriorating mental state, something
which significantly impacted my grades.

W9 @Sy | Fi SNhad o Bwsit theradsaultdbi Baving to relay them again, and still |

gra @St G2 NBOSAOS (KS adzllll2 NI GKFIG L yYySSRSR®C

Compounded by the reported lack of support available at universities, students also reported
worrying attitudes towards sexual violemon campus. Justl%of respondents believed there was
an understanding of what constitutes conseittheir university.

Only 47%could report that at their university there is a belief that groping constitutes sexual assault
and 78%agreed that certain people blame the victfior the sexual violence they experienced.

When asked what their university does well in efforts to bainsexual violence on campus,
respondents praised their university for reaching out to students eany onin the academic year
and telling them about supposervices they providduring feshers week Theyspoke highly of
posters and flyerawareness campaignandeducation classe®r all genderon consent and
bystanderactivism.

Hannah Priceoncluded:

W5dzNAYy 3 GKS OF YLI ATy a2 FINE LQPS KSEFENR O2dzyif
incredible studentg each of which has been too powerful to forget. Beneath the filters, the life
long effects of these assaults are shockingly apparent.

WeKS alR NBIFIfAGE A&a GKS al YSsildnkeSnddamigY SNEST &l
themselves. They at@ving an extremely poor studeexperience and in too many cases being
deprived of their educatiobecauseof sexual violence andhé lackof support available to them


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ASP3gF38oi0
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W2 S golsglin uniform national responsewhat now must be recognised as a natioite
issuec an enforced and consistent standard of care implemented across the higher education
secta, with student survivors at itseart.

Porinstance, universities neetcessibleeporting systerg that minimisethe distress caused
to students, carried out by specially trained and independent staff.

Whiversities are currently relying statements of Wi SN2 {2 { $Shaye@déheot LILINE | O
the appropriateframeworksin place to substantiate or enforce thishockinglyin some cases

the same procedures used for plagiarism are being applied to msideporting rape. It is not

good enough to shoehorn response to sexual violeriogre-existing policy framework like

this; it is why it iso important for pecific policies for sexual violenme campus to be

developedand appliedn aconsistennation-wide approach.

Wdditionally, heintroduction of extensive education from a young age on what consent, sexual
harassment and sexual assault really mean, is essential.

Waz2ad 27F I+t ¢ Snapdhafiliers and dighlilsguises are@rothidtBssary.
Where sexual violence ahiversity is no longer normalisedid survivors feel secure and

supported enough to come forward, safe in the knowledge that they will be supported and they
gAtft 0S KSIFNR®DPQ

Mhairi Underwood, Head of Community at The Student Room, stated:
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Where is a great deal of work to be done around ensuring young people are knowledgeab
about what sexual harassment and assault actually are.

YiQa ¢2NNRBAYy3I G2 0 kdckhdwledgkdSIKS 08 d&il AEKEE Gy 2@ 1 ydR
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Georgina Calveittee, Senior Counsel at McAllister Olivaraugadingnternationallaw firmthat
specialissin discriminatiorand unfair treatment at colleges and universit@smmented:

Whis comprehensive survey should be avwa#el OF f £ (2 dzy A@SNBAGASEA GKI
the safe and nodliscriminatory environment the law requires.

What less than 2% of those experiencing sexual violence felt both able to report it to their
university and then satisfied with the reporting process means that almost all student sexual
assault victims are being left to fend for themselves.

Whis is bad for students, bad for education, and bad for universities, which may also find
themselves taketo court for breaching the Equality Ac¥
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Thoseaffected by rape or sexual violena@an contactRape Crision 0808 802 9999 (England and
Wales) or on 08088 01 03 02 (Scotland).

A note to editors:the statistics contained in this report, and the way in which they are framed, are
accurate and validated to professional market research and statistical standards. Please seek prior
approval from Revolt Sexual Assault if you wish to change the wordagtafistic or the sentence

in which it is contained, as so doing could affect the statistical integrity of the data.

For more information and interviews, please contact:

Hannah Price, Revolt Sexual Assault founder
T: 07920161465 (ali/584 258423
E:contact@revoltsexualassault.com

@hanhanprice

www.revoltsexualassault.com
Revol t’' s hies:ddrive.gopmecdn/open?id=19KEQN7aJWgbnd5s0QOQIRKMWA4SFUMTrUm

Transcripts from Snapchat videos:

Transcript 1

In my first term of freshers | walked a drunken friend home after a night out. One thing led to

another. | was never intending for anything to happen but he was pushing for a bit more. | refused to

let anything happenbuthesaid WA 1 Q& y2id NI LISI &2dz 6yl (KAAQOD

Transcript 2

So, | was out with my friends in first year and the next morning | woke up in bed naked with a

stranger and | had a black eye, bruises all over my body.

My drink had been spikeghd | had been raped vaginally, orally and forcefully.

The stranger turned out to be another student at the university, in my year, in my faculty.

| reported it to the police and the university.

| § O2dz Ry Qi SELXFAY (KS @NHyREa SYZRAKKSJaRISFOSS &
they dropped the case.

¢CKS dzy A@SNEAGe aSyd YS I £SGGSNI NBIFNRAYy3I (KS W3
It made me feel like | was the criminal.

C2NJ SEIFYLX Sz AdQa YS crRexdnhal withhimard §IiQd | hav&ts G K SNJI L
explain, normally to a new member of staff, what happened so that they change the room for me.

L KFER G2 OKFIy3S 3Jevyas LQOS ySOSNI 6SSy 2y (GKS dzyA
Rape is revolting and so was the way | was edaifter. Smething really needs to change.


https://rapecrisis.org.uk/
mailto:contact@revoltsexualassault.com
http://twitter.com/hanhanprice
http://twitter.com/hanhanprice
http://www.revoltsexualassault.com/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=19KEQN7aJWqbnd5soQQlRKMW4SFUMTrUm
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